Left ventricular aneurysm formation: an iatrogenic cause for the third mogul.
Two cases of left ventricular pseudoaneurysm formation developing post-operatively after mitral valve replacement are reported. The chest radiographs showed an abnormal protuberance on the left heart border at the site of the "third mogul". The definitive diagnosis of this protuberance, resulting from the development of a left ventricular aneurysm, was made on angiography in each case. This site is unusual for left ventricular aneurysm formation, with the exception of the annular subvalvular aneurysm described in the negro population. Relevant aetiological factors in the development of these post-operative left ventricular pseudoaneurysms are considered. Since pseudoaneurysms are more prone to rupture than true aneurysms, it is concluded that early diagnosis of development of these left ventricular pseudoaneurysms should be made.